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Why get involved

As the third largest clinical workforce in the NHS, 
AHPs have a huge opportunity to contribute to a 

Greener NHS, tackle climate change and improve 
health

Much of the work that AHPs do is already
contributing to a greener health service

Focus 4 of AHPs Deliver (2022 – 2027)

Health and Care Act 2022



AHPs Deliver Strategy 2022 – 2027: 

Focus 4 Greener AHPs: crowdsourced > 900 responders

The ambitions for environmental sustainability are:

• Workforce

• Models of care

• Resource use



Education, regulators and professional bodies
Curricula: pre and post registration 
HCPC: SCPEs
Greener AHP advisory group

Communications & networks
Lunch & Learn
Connecting with GNHS regions
Centre for Sustainable Healthcare networks

Awareness raising
Case studies
Greener AHP hub
Production of an animation for AHPs by AHPs
Greener AHP week

National Greener AHP work

https://future.nhs.uk/SeniorAHP/view?objectID=20880240
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wypartnership.co.uk%2Four-priorities%2Fpopulation-health-management%2Fclimate-change%2Fresources&data=05%7C01%7Cjessie.frost2%40nhs.net%7Cf60077f24f594d457f4008db40b81dea%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638174931731319830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UJA%2Bm2XlSJuwZWOXlfwdaGj6FLunWYZXsOYiiiHBcFQ%3D&reserved=0


Examples of small every-day actions 
and Greener AHP initiatives



Small every-day actions / Sustainable Quality 
Improvement projects / low carbon models of care / 
carbon foot printing

• Using content of your email signature to communicate 

key messaging or resources e.g. links to e-learning, 

carbon footprint of an email attachment

• Using QR codes and website links to self-help 

info where possible instead of printing

• Incorporating ES into curricula and student placement 

projects

• Reusable instead of single use: straws, masks, drapes, 

biodegradable aprons NHS Single-Use Plastics 

Reduction Campaign Pledge

• Orthotics team, The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust

• GOSHpods goes Green: Green champions & 

period pants

• Early mobilisation in CICU Southampton

• Community e-bikes Sussex

• Paper reduction and engaging the workforce

• ‘The gloves are off’ campaign

• Pandemic Innovation: A Home-Visiting Service 

for Laryngectomees

• Saving Turtles, University Hospitals Coventry 

and Warwickshire

• Singing for Health, Northern Ireland

• Walking aid reuse schemes, physical therapy 

services

• Use carbon calculators Sustainable Healthcare coalition Care 

pathways carbon footprint calculator and Healthcare lifecycle 

assessment database

https://www.susqi.org/case-studies
https://www.susqi.org/case-studies
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/dee161d9/
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/dee161d9/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/chief-allied-health-professions-officer-awards/the-cahpo-2022-awards-categories-and-winners/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3TNwKJ3x7pMagaDUflU0kz
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3TNwKJ3x7pMagaDUflU0kz
https://www.susqi.org/case-studies
https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/whats-already-happening/pedal-power-for-cleaner-healthcare-delivery/
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/networks/education-sustainable-healthcare/susqi-project-royal-cornwall-hospitals-green-team
https://www.england.nhs.uk/atlas_case_study/the-gloves-are-off-campaign/
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/networks/allied-health-professions-sustainability-network/pandemic-innovation-home-visiting-service
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/networks/allied-health-professions-sustainability-network/pandemic-innovation-home-visiting-service
https://shcpathways.org/full-calculator/
https://shcpathways.org/full-calculator/
https://healthcarelca.com/
https://healthcarelca.com/


Using and contributing to research & guidelines; 
funding examples

• Telehealth patient consultation guidelines and training

• Green Theatre Checklist

• How to guides on CCF

• Healthier Futures Action Fund

• SBRI healthcare funding

• NHS forest free trees!

https://issuu.com/staffordshire_university/docs/103163a_telehealth_-_guidelines_document-final
https://www.rcsed.ac.uk/professional-support-development-resources/environmental-sustainability-and-surgery/green-theatre-checklist
https://future.nhs.uk/CCF_Hub
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork/view?objectID=40573712
https://sbrihealthcare.co.uk/
https://nhsforest.org/green-your-site/tree-planting/


Ways to get involved



Knowledge

• Trust / ICB green plans 

• E-learning for healthcare modules 

• M Level study examples: LSHTM, University of Hull, University of Brighton, University College London

• Centre for sustainable healthcare short courses

• The Carbon Literacy Project

• Sustainability Leadership for Greener Health and Care Programme - NHS Leadership Academy

• GNHS learning hub

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/environmentally-sustainable-healthcare/
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/study/courses/masters-degrees/climate-change-planetary-health
https://www.hull.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/taught/health-and-climate-change-msc
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/postreghealthmodules/sustainable-healthcare-principles-level-6-na6185-level-7-na7185/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/modules/climate-change-and-health-GLBH0021
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/courses
https://carbonliteracy.com/
https://www.leadershipacademy.nhs.uk/programmes/leading-for-sustainable-health-and-care-programme/?utm_source=stakeholder&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=sust1_2103
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork


Advocacy and awareness raising 

• Health Declares: how to influence trusts, systems, professional bodies, regulators

• Climate change and health scorecard

• Sustainability web pages from professional bodies: has your professional body got anything 

on their website?

• Submit to HCPC consultations

• Planetary Health report card

https://healthdeclares.org/physiotherapydeclares/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278222000530?via%3Dihub
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/greener-ahp-hub/sustainability-web-pages-from-professional-bodies/
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/news-and-events/consultations/
https://phreportcard.org/


Education, workforce development & curricula

• Sustainability Matters: Guiding Principles for Sustainability | WFOT

• Environmental Physiotherapy Association EPT Agenda 2023 

• One Blue Dot - the BDA's Environmentally Sustainable Diet Project

• Medical Schools Council Education for Sustainable Healthcare

• Incorporate sustainability into QI projects for all learners

• Signpost colleagues and students to elfh module

• Encourage student engagement and initiatives within HEI

• Council of Deans of health guidance document for AHP pre-reg curricula: August 2023

https://wfot.org/resources/wfot-sustainability-guiding-principles
http://environmentalphysio.com/education/
https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/one-blue-dot.html
https://www.medschools.ac.uk/our-work/education
https://www.medschools.ac.uk/media/2949/education-for-sustainable-healthcare_a-curriculum-for-the-uk_20220506.pdf


Networks, fellowships, additional roles & jobs

• Join profession specific and AHP sustainability networks on CSH

• Link with your AHP councils and faculties

• Ask your trust, system or regional Chief AHP what they’re doing to implement Focus 4 of 

AHPs Deliver

• Link with your Trust / system sustainability team: set up a SIG

• Join a Green champion network and become a Green champion for your trust / system 

• Link with Greener NHS regional teams

• Get a FutureNHS Collaboration Platform account and join these workspaces 

• Greener AHP Forum - National AHP Virtual Hub

• Greener NHS Community

• Chief Sustainability Officer's Clinical fellowship scheme 

• Apply to health and care sustainability jobs

https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork/view?objectID=882660
https://future.nhs.uk/system/home?done=
https://future.nhs.uk/SeniorAHP/view?objectID=20880240
https://future.nhs.uk/connect.ti/GreenerNHSCommunity/grouphome
https://www.fmlm.ac.uk/clinical-fellow-schemes/chief-sustainability-officer%E2%80%99s-clinical-fellow-scheme


How to share and showcase what you’re 
doing



Sharing and showcasing your work

Let’s build a central repository: work smart, not hard! 

• Share what you’re doing with:

• Your own trust or system sustainability team

• CSH using their case study templates

• CAHPO Greener AHP hub: england.cahpo@nhs.net

• Regional GNHS team 

• National GNHS greener.nhs@nhs.net

• Enter the Greener AHP CAHPO award category

• Get involved in the CSH Green Ward Competition

• Are there any networks missing? 

• East of England region plan to create a regional Greener AHP network 

• ?Support workers network

https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/home
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/networks/sustainable-operating-theatres/new-csh-case-study-templates-all-use
mailto:england.cahpo@nhs.net
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork/view?objectID=882660
mailto:greener.nhs@nhs.net
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/chief-allied-health-professions-officer-awards/
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/green-ward-competition


Greener resources and training

Training / learning resources

• E-learning for healthcare module ‘Building a Net Zero NHS’

• Greener NHS Training hub on FutureNHS; brings together a 

variety of training and educational offers

Websites

• Greener Allied Health Professional hub

• AHPs Deliver Focus 4 implementation framework

• Greener NHS Website

• Subscribe to the Greener NHS E-bulletin

• Centre for sustainable healthcare (CSH)

• UK Health Alliance on Climate Change

• Sustainable Healthcare coalition Care pathways carbon footprint 

calculator

• Healthcare lifecycle assessment database

Reports/reference documents

• ‘Delivering a ‘Net Zero’ National Health Service’ report

• The Lancet Countdown on health and climate change

• The Health and Care Act 2022

• AHPs Deliver

Futures NHS workspaces / pages

• National AHP Virtual Hub - Greener AHP forum

• Greener NHS Knowledge HubCentral Commercial 

Function (CCF) Hub

• Walking Aids How to Guide

• Copy Paper How-to Guide

• Medical Device Remanufacture How-to Guide

• Catering Consumables How-to Guide

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/environmentally-sustainable-healthcare/
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork/view?objectID=39945360
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/greener-ahp-hub/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/the-ahps-strategy-for-england-22-27/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/the-ahps-strategy-for-england-22-27/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ahp/the-ahps-strategy-for-england-22-27/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/
https://nhsengland.sharepoint.com/sites/SustainabilityWeeklyProgrammeUpdate/Shared%20Documents/Business%20Management/Onboarding%20%26%20Recruitment/New%20Starters/to%20know%20more%20about%20the%20progress%20we%20are%20making%20towards%20our%20net%20zero%20ambition%20and%20how%20to%20get%20involved%20in%20building%20a%20greener%20NHS.
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/networks
https://ukhealthalliance.org/
https://shcpathways.org/full-calculator/
https://shcpathways.org/full-calculator/
https://healthcarelca.com/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2020/10/delivering-a-net-zero-national-health-service.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/countdown-health-climate
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/31/section/9/enacted
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu-west-1.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dengland.nhs.uk%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5nbGFuZC5uaHMudWsvcHVibGljYXRpb24vdGhlLWFsbGllZC1oZWFsdGgtcHJvZmVzc2lvbnMtYWhwcy1zdHJhdGVneS1mb3ItZW5nbGFuZC8%3D%26p%3Dm%26i%3DNWYzNTk1ODAzODI0MzEwZWQzNTgwYTAy%26t%3Da1paZ1hyUHN1L3A4ak1KaTI5MGhkSjNTeExyZWk5S0o2Y0tiQ2pzeThvOD0%3D%26h%3Dcd0f4231f1474c3fb8f611e17cbdc18e%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZO5G52o9sxusn0d77ikBRCBiaBqRFvlUYMBiCm2HozCg&data=05%7C01%7Cjessie.frost2%40nhs.net%7Cba81ff9ade2648b3964608db1320ecfe%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638124804376393487%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=twyXIuHw1kd7%2FFedmj26THJq2mPPAggelUdh%2FJcOASY%3D&reserved=0
https://future.nhs.uk/SeniorAHP/view?objectID=20880240
https://future.nhs.uk/sustainabilitynetwork/view?objectID=40570224
https://future.nhs.uk/PTOMHub/groupHome
https://future.nhs.uk/PTOMHub/groupHome
https://future.nhs.uk/CCF_Hub/view?objectID=34971856
https://future.nhs.uk/CCF_Hub/view?objectID=34022992
https://future.nhs.uk/CCF_Hub/view?objectID=34971952
https://future.nhs.uk/CCF_Hub/view?objectID=39456336
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