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Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals
Reusing Walking Aids
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Topic Area(s):
· Greenhouse gasses: linkages, emissions;
· Funding and financial mechanisms;
· Estates and facilities (buildings, energy, waste, water);
Please specify your project approach:
Mitigation only
Key message / aim:
To reuse walking aids within the occupational therapy department 
What was the problem?
Walking aids have been identified as being in the top 20 of medical devices for carbon intensity therefore have been prioritised for reuse.
What was the solution? 
To introduce a reuse or return a walking aid scheme. These walking aids can be refurbished which is more environmentally friendly. 
What helped the intervention implementation/success?
Getting the message into the trust and the community to raise more awareness for this issue. 
What were the results/Impact?
Patient outcomes: 
Improves quality of patient care in other areas as there is more money to spend elsewhere with reducing the cost of walking aids.
Environmental impact:
The “How to Guide Carbon Calculator” indicates that reusing a refurbished walking aid including parts replacement is on average 87% lower in carbon emissions than creating a new walking aid. Including an allowance for a 100km return journey from collection to refurbishment site. Significantly lower carbon emissions due to less walking aids being produced.
Financial impacts:
Much cheaper to refurbish a walking aid rather than buying a new one. 
What were the learning points?
Making sure that the walking aids are safe to be reused. Spreading awareness of this project around the hospital and within the community to ensure we can maximise the potential and yield of the reusing equipment.
Want to know more?
Contact name: Sophie-Mai Wilde
Role: Student
Contact details: c1009480@hallam.shu.ac.uk
Location & NHS Region: England, Yorkshire
Partner organisations involved: South Yorkshire Greener AHP/ Sheffield Hallam University
Additional contact name and email: ahphelenmcalinney@gmail.com
Has this case study or story been made public in any form before? No
Hoping to upload onto Future NHS in the coming months

1
Centre for Sustainable Healthcare, Cranbrook House 287-291 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 7JQ 
t: +44 (0)1865 515811 email: info@sustainablehealthcare.org.uk   www.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk 
The Centre for Sustainable Healthcare is registered in England & Wales as a company limited by guarantee No. 7450026 and as a charity No. 1143189. Registered address: 8 King Edward Street, Oxford, OX1 4HL



2
Centre for Sustainable Healthcare, Cranbrook House 287-291 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 7JQ 
t: +44 (0)1865 515811 email: info@sustainablehealthcare.org.uk   www.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk 
The Centre for Sustainable Healthcare is registered in England & Wales as a company limited by guarantee No. 7450026 and as a charity No. 1143189. Registered address: 8 King Edward Street, Oxford, OX1 4HL

image1.png
CENTRE for
SUSTAINABLE
HEALTHCARE




