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Vision

• Dental care delivery arrangements in the UK 
are recognised worldwide as leading in 
sustainable healthcare
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Vision (2)

• The dental team is supported and aware of 
how best to minimise waste and the carbon 
footprint

• The care delivery system continually strives to 
be as efficient and effective as possible

• Self care is seen as a cornerstone of care 
delivery

• Research findings on sustainable care are 
translated and disseminated into the delivery 
systems, for example through commissioning, 
procurement and changes in clinical practice
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Approach

1. A whole system approach working with 
patients, clinicians, commissioners, 
managers, educators and industry as 
active partners

2. An active research programme which 
supports the development of good 
practice



Research

Action learning 

1. Network of champions

2. Knowledge & tools

Fellow

Sustainable Specialties
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Leadership, policy,
education



CENTRE for

SUSTAINABLE

HEALTHCARE

Green Nephrology Network

• 80% units represented
• Case studies
• Awards
• Annual Summits
• Online network (426)
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Green Nephrology case studies -
cumulative annual savings

Innovation 
type

No. £ saving CO2e saving
Water 
saving

Estimated 
replication 
potential

Infrastructure 6 57,000 84 tonnes 12 million L 30%

Process 11 186,000 183 tonnes 60%

Model of Care 3 ? 6 tonnes N/A

Est. potential savings from widespread replication in UK renal units: 
£7 million, 11,000 tonnes CO2e, 470 million litres water / year.

Source: Cumulative Savings from Green Nephrology Innovations. Mortimer F, Stott I, Connor A. Poster 
presented at Renal Association – British Transplantation Society Congress, March 2013



NEWS

NHS could save £1bn by adopting 

green strategies used in kidney units
BMJ 2013; 346 doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.f588 (Published 28 January 2013)

Dr Donal O’Donoghue
National Clinical Director for Kidney Care

Leadership









Postgraduate education: RCPsych Scholars



Undergraduate education: 
GMC Outcomes for graduates 2018
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Carbon modelling within dentistry. PH England & CSH, 2018.

Research informs practice… in dentistry
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1. Travel emissions: service configuration 
options include

• increase in number of practices

• combining procedures per visit

• telephone clinics

2. Procurement emissions: detailed 
research into carbon footprint of 
dental products needed

Research informs practice… in dentistry (2)
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3. Ongoing improvement

• Linking carbon data to cost-benefit analysis 
of treatments and the pricing of dental 
claims

• Dental teams feed into data collection, and 
take local action on travel, procurement, 
resource use

Research informs practice… in dentistry (3)



networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/dental-susnet


