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Dear [X],

We are writing to you as members of [College/organisation name] who are deeply concerned about the health risks of the climate crisis and ecological degradation, both in the UK and globally.  As a recent global report in the Lancet1 warns, inadequate action now risks harming the health of an entire generation. We also know that structural inequalities will expose sections of our society to disproportionate harm. As [paramedics/GPs etc], we are on the frontlines of this unfolding crisis, and we cannot afford to stand by as the situation worsens; we need to act now to protect health (adapt/add to as relevant).  

Many of the changes we need - such as clean energy, more walking and cycling, better home insulation and healthier diets - also have the potential to save thousands of lives over the short-term in the UK,2 including preventing many of the 40,000 deaths each year that are attributable to air pollution.3 

Just as we have seen with international responses to another global health threat, COVID-19, the importance of timely recognition of a threat, clear leadership, and evidence-based collective action cannot be overstated. The same is true in the longer-term emergency of climate change.

We are therefore asking the [College/organisation name] to make a public declaration that the current climate and ecological emergency also represents a health emergency.  The Royal Colleges of Emergency Medicine4 and General Practitioners5 and the British Medical Association6 have already taken this step, as well as divesting from fossil fuels, and we feel strongly that the [College/organisation name] should add its voice to theirs.

We are also asking the [College/organisation name] to take the following three actions in view of the serious health risks posed by these issues:
1.       	To prioritise action on climate change and sustainability within every part of the organisation’s strategy and operations, including establishing an environmental action steering group or committee which will report regularly to the (College Council/Board - amend as applicable). As part of this we also call on the [College] to ensure that all members and trainees have evidence-based education and training on climate and ecological change, their health impacts and solutions, including the skills and knowledge needed to deliver environmentally sustainable healthcare.
2.       	To advocate for a national target and strategy to require and support NHS organisations and the wider UK economy to decarbonise completely* by 2030 or sooner, and to advocate for public policies that will protect health from the impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss and fossil fuels, including by actively supporting the UK Health Alliance on Climate Change’s advocacy (amend as applicable) and at an organisational level. As part of this commitment, we also ask the [College/organisation name] to call on the Government to halt fossil fuel exploration and development, to rapidly phase out all subsidies for oil and gas extraction, including tax breaks, and redirect them to fund policies to urgently cut emissions, reduce air pollution and improve home insulation for people in fuel poverty.
3. 	To end our College’s investments in the fossil fuel industry, recognising that this industry has obstructed evidence-based climate policy for decades and is also fuelling the air pollution crisis. (except where already divested).

We look forward to your response and would be happy to meet to discuss how the [College/organisation name] can put these actions into practice.

Yours sincerely,

* We call on the College to advocate for policies and strategies that rely on carbon offsetting only where all alternative ways to avoid emissions necessary to protect health have first been considered or attempted.  Carbon offsetting should only be undertaken in ways that benefit local communities and, where pertinent, safeguard vulnerable and indigenous people’s rights.
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