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Social Accountability Placements
What is the Phase 2b Social Accountability SSC?
The University of Sheffield’s Medical School is dedicated to offering meaningful placement based learning opportunities for students to further develop an understanding of local health inequalities and the social determinants of health. As a Medical School we believe one of the best ways to encourage this is through engagement with the local community.
The Social Accountability SSC is designed to give you the opportunity to undertake a community placement in a subject area of your choice. You will be provided with a broad range of placement opportunities to choose from across the South Yorkshire region. Unfortunately, travel expenses will be reimbursed at a flat rate dependant on the travel bracket of the placement, so please take this into account when you make your placement selections.
The General Medical Council sees these types of opportunities as invaluable in the education of future doctors, as they afford the opportunity for students to build relationships, experience working in teams and develop practical skills in relevant organisational settings.
All students who pass the Phase 2b OSCE at the November sitting will complete this 4 week full-time SSC. Students who have not achieved a pass in the November sitting of the examination will complete a three-week remedial clinical attachment followed by a resit OSCE. These students will not be expected to complete this SSC.
Through the Social Accountability SSC, you will have an opportunity to engage with an outside partner (a voluntary organisation, community group or school) with a view to completing a piece of work which is negotiated between the organisation and you as a Student Doctor. As part of this process you will be expected to define your own aims and objectives in collaboration with the placement provider. You will learn about the social determinants of health, social responsiveness, responsibility and accountability, and will also focus on advocacy and altruism. You may wish to choose an organisation with a medical focus however, social influences are equally important and you may wish to focus on a broader social issue such as homelessness or asylum-seeker health.


Selecting your Placement
Allocation process
This placement catalogue gives details of all of the available placements, including background information and what the placement will involve. You should read this carefully and assess which placements might be of interest to you. On Friday 8th September you will be sent a Google Form by email (to your University email account) which will ask you to select 5 placement choices. You need to respond to your Google Form by 5pm Tuesday 12th September. Please check your choices carefully as you will not be able to change them once they are submitted. Please check that you have received email notification that your choices have submitted, as they will not be counted if they have not been received.
The Medical School has tried very hard to ensure there are a wide range of choices of placement, and as far as possible you will be allocated to one of your choices. However it is likely that some choices will be more popular than others and therefore it may not be possible for all students to be allocated to one of their five choices. Each placement entry in the catalogue will give an indication of how many students can be accommodated at that placement. 
It may transpire that we need to ask you to complete a second selection of choices if we have a number of students who cannot be placed. You will be advised of this by email as quickly as possible.
Placements will not be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, but using all of the data that has been provided by the given deadline to allocate places fairly to all students. If your selections are not received by the deadline then you will have a lesser chance of being allocated to your choice of placement.
You will also be working with the other students on your placement, or in a group of around 4 students from your placement, to produce your eProject (to be submitted by Thursday 14th December) – you will need to communicate with the other members of your group to facilitate meetings to make arrangements for this.
Once allocations have been made they will be posted on Minerva for you to check your allocation. It will not be possible to make any changes to placement allocations at this stage. 
When you have the information about your placement, please get in touch with them as soon as possible to discuss any requirements and the arrangements for starting the placement after your OSCE exam.
You will be required to attend a peer assessment of eProjects on Friday 15th December. You will be assigned to groups and notified where this will be held and the time closer to the event.



Travel Brackets
	Estimate of student travel
We are able to provide some support for travel expenses to students as part of this module. However, we are aware that the volume of travel required varies significantly between placements. Organisations have been asked to estimate the amount of travel that students based with them will need to facilitate themselves (i.e. will not be offered financial support or given lifts by the organisation).
Travel is estimated from the University Medical School (S10 2RX)

	Band 1
	Walking distance (no significant travel requirements for the student)

	Band 2
	Less than 100 miles per week (e.g. Sheffield based placement with little travel between sites)

	Band 3
	100 – 150 miles per week (e.g. peripheral Sheffield or Rotherham placement 5 days per week with little travel between sites, or Sheffield based but with travel between sites)

	Band 4
	150 – 200 miles per week (e.g. Sheffield or Rotherham placement with travel between sites or Barnsley or Chesterfield placement with little travel between sites)

	Band 5
	200 – 250 miles per week (Doncaster based placement, or placement with significant travel between sites)

	Band 6
	Over 250 miles per week (placement with significant travel)



Self Design Placement
Please ensure you have informed Joanne Thompson if you intend to self-design your placement. If you have already informed the placement team that you will be self-designing your placement then this is not a problem.
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Placement Details
1. Placement information
	Background Information
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	What this placement aims to achieve
	

	Overview of Likely Project Work
	 

	Expectations of Medical Students
	 

	Additional Information

	 

	Student to report to:
	

	Travel Band
	

	Website
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